Civilization. It was like a revelation ; I began to look for the general laws of History, then for the general laws of the art of writing. In my inexperience and audacious confidence, I dared to tackle a number of questions which should only be treated by very learned men of a matured mind. But the vanity of my efforts and the insufficiency of my discoveries soon recalled me to common sense. I understood that before knowing the Destiny of Man I must know Man himself. Thus were conceived my first ideas of Philosophy, which developed very much during the time I spent in the rh&orique class : this came from the necessity in which I found myself of knowing the character of the men in whose name I wrote, of appreciating the value of their motives, of judging of the passions which should move them, and of the tone which they should take. It was essential to study philosophy in order to avoid the monotony of common-place. At the same time, a great deal of private work and some serious reading excited my mental activity, and provided me with materials for my researches. It was then that I returned to true Philosophy, and to the important questions which I had already considered at the beginning. In spite of the loss of my Christianity I had preserved natural beliefs : I believed in the existence of God, in the Immortality of the Soul, and in the Law of Duty. I now came to examine on what foundations I rested those beliefs : I found probabilities and no certainties ; I found the proofs offered me weak, it seemed to me
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